
BOROUGH OF COLLINGSWOOD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CERTIFICATION OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Property Address:   401 Collings Avenue  Name: Jacqueline Stout 

Tax Block# 137  Lot # 4 

On   1/20/2022    the Commission    X       approved,            approved with conditions, ____denied,   
tabled, or _____deemed incomplete the application as presented by the applicant. 

_______________________ .
Chairperson Signature Date:  February 1, 2022 

FINDINGS 

This application was approved as presented for removal/demolition of west facing existing windows (den 
area) to create the opening for a garage space and the installation of a new 12x9 Cloplay Canyon Ridge 
carriage style garage doors. The large header above these windows will remain.  This application also 
includes the removal of a south facing door that leads to the exterior of the home. The exterior area where 
the door is removed will have the stucco matched to the existing stucco on the first floor.   

The homeowner’s exhibit A from the 1922 Sanborn map shows a garage in this space as well as stucco on 
the first floor of the property, the committee noted these changes are restorations to the original footprint 
of the house.   

The removal of the north facing windows mentioned in the application were deemed by the committee to 
not be readily seen from any street view and outside the committee’s jurisdiction.   

That the application must comply with the Chapter 141 Borough of Collingswood Development 
Regulations & New Jersey Uniform Construction Code. 

Further Conditions:    N 

Field Committee Report: N 

The above application, decision, and any attached materials shall be presented to the Construction 
Code Office within 10 days of the Commission’s decision for its referral to other boards or agencies.  

Keith Haberern



Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

401 Collings Avenue 

Jacqueline Stout 

Written explanation of existing conditions and reason for work 

We recently purchased and moved into our home (401 Collings Ave) in March 2021. The house was built in 1920. 

When we purchased the house, we recognized it had been renovated at some point, likely sometime in the 70s or 80s. 

The renovations resulted in a strange and awkward layout, with a steep second staircase that went from the first floor 

“mud room” directly into a bedroom with no door, and a second floor that was full of extra doors, bathrooms with access 

through a bedroom, and a feeling that the floor plan was a work in progress. Overall, while we loved the house, the 

layout did not function for our family. The property also had no garage. 

We decided that we would conduct renovations to the interior of the home to establish a more natural and traditional 

layout. Additionally, as we identified the interior work, we also decided we would need a garage of some kind. Our 

original plan had been to complete interior renovations and potentially build a detached garage. However, as we began 

researching the property, we realized that what was classified as a “den” or “office” (a large, west-facing room off of the 

kitchen) was likely a converted garage. We used the following information to confirm our theory that this space was 

once a garage: 

• There is a crawlspace beneath the “den” that we inspected with our architect, and we found that the floor of

the crawlspace was a concrete slab the exact size of the den, which was graded in such a way as to direct

water toward the driveway and away from the house. Our architect agreed that it appeared to be a garage

floor.

• We researched the home to find old listings, documentation, or photos. As a result, we found the following:

o We researched the Library of Congress and found the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Collingswood,

published by the Sanborn Map Company in 1922, and were able to find our address. The below

image is a clip of a larger page, and the annotation appears to say “Auto 1st (stuccod 1st)” where we

believe the garage was:

Source: Library of Congress 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3814cm.g3814cm_g054501922/?sp=20 

Exhibit A

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3814cm.g3814cm_g054501922/?sp=20



